New York Greek Softball (NYGSL)

Rules and Regulations February 22nd, 2009
1. Registration

A. All teams must be registered with the New York Greek Softball League (NYGSL) two months before the start of the season. To register, a team must contact the NYGSL Coordinator. 

B. All teams of the NYGSL are optional co-ed. All teams have the option to have at least one female player.

C. All players with the exception of one, are required to be Greek Orthodox Christian and at least 18 years of age.

D. Each team must have a minimum of ten active players registered.

E. Each team is required to pay NYGSL Dues in the amount of $__500____ 3 weeks prior to the start of the season. Dues are to be collected by the NYGSL Commissioners.  Teams that fail to pay their NYGSL Dues will not be eligible to participate in the NYGSL.
F. Umpire fees are to be paid directly to the umpire upon completion of the game.

G. Each team is required to submit a Team Roster of all players to the NYGSL Commissioners 3 weeks prior to the start of the season. Only players listed on the Team roster are eligible to play in NYGSL games. Up to 17 players are allowed.
H. Captains may only make 2 changes for the entire season.  Each change will allow you to drop/add up to 3 players from your roster.  Unused moves per change will not be carried over.  What this means is if you decide to use a change to drop/add only 1 player, for your 2nd change you can still only drop/add 3 players.  Your 2 remaining moves from the 1st change are lost.    

I. It is up to each Team Captain to collect an attendance sheet from the Team Captain his team versus the day of the game, and is required to submit an attendance sheet to the NYGSL Commissioners following each game. Each player in attendance must sign the attendance sheet in order to be considered present. (It is recommended that captains take attendance for the opposing teams)
J. Only players who are listed on the team roster are eligible to play in the post-season tournament.

2. Game Rules

A. All NYGSL games are governed by the Amateur Softball Association of America Official Rules of Softball, Revised 1998, except as modified in the NYGSL Rules and Regulations.

B. Each team is allowed to have a maximum of ten fielders at all times.

C. Each team may have a maximum of eleven players in the batting order (10 fielders + 1 EH)

D. Each team may use a DH to hit for a player on the field.  The DH can only bat for the player in the field and the fielder cannot bat for that game. If the fielder becomes injured, the position in the field cannot be replaced by the DH. If the DH is injured, the fielder cannot begin batting for the DH, and thus the team is forced to take an out every time that spot in the lineup comes to bat.  The only exception to this rule is if you replace either fielder or DH with another team player NOT in the game (off the bench).

E. Each team must have a minimum of eight players to play a NYGSL Game.

F. A team may provide players to an opposing team not meeting the requirements mentioned above.

G. Courtesy runners must be declared PRIOR to the start of the game. Up to 2 can be declared prior to the start of the game; otherwise only in the event of an injury can additional courtesy runner be used. Injury must be declared as it happens; a courtesy runner may not run for a player that was injured several innings prior. The courtesy runner would be the last player who batted out.  A girl can only have a courtesy runner by another girl, unless she is injured and there are no other girls present.  Guys cannot run for girls and girls cannot run for guys.  If the girl is the last batted out then the guy previous to her at bat, which batted out, is the eligible courtesy runner. 
H. If a base runner at any time intentionally tries to interfere with a fielder making a play, then both he and the batter are out. If a fielder intentionally interferes with a base runner then the base runner is advanced to the next base.  All runners MUST slide into home plate if there is a potential play at the plate. The only time a runner will be allowed to cross home plate standing, is if the ball is in the field of play and not involving the catcher when the runner is about to cross home plate.
I. The Home Team is responsible for preparing an appropriate field, and providing appropriate equipment (includes bases, pitchers mound and cones for foul area markers) prior to game time.  Home team also chooses dugout.   

J. Each team must bring at least 2 new “Clincher” brand softballs to each NYGSL game, along with their own bats, gloves, and other equipment necessary.

K. An Umpire, approved by the NYGSL before the game, is required in order to play a NYGSL game.

L. Pitching shall be modified, based on the ASA Softball rules. Arc Pitching, Fast-Pitch, Overhand pitching, and other types of pitching are not permitted.  Pitcher must also have at least one foot on the mound upon release.  No wind-ups and running starts are allowed.  The penalty for breaking this rule the 1st time is a warning, 2nd time batter will be awarded 1st base, 3rd time the pitcher MUST be removed from pitching for that game.  He can be moved to another position in order to keep him in the game.  This pitcher is eligible to start game 2, same process will apply if he breaks the rules. 

M. Each batter (with the exception of girls) is allowed only three swings. If the batter hits a foul ball with two strikes, batter is out. When girls bat the 3 swing rule does not apply, (baseball batting rules for girls), and no defensive player is allowed to move up within the baselines ONLY when a girl is batting.  The Pitcher and Catcher should be the only players within the baselines. 

N. Stealing bases is not allowed, nor is leading. If a player is caught leaving the base prior to the ball crossing the plate then the runner is automatically called “Out”.  “Picking off” the runner at any base is not permitted. 
O. Balls that are thrown into “Dead Ball Areas” of the field while a runner is trying to advance to another base are allowed to advance one base.

P. The Umpire’s rulings are final. Only Team Captains are allowed to dispute an umpire’s ruling. Balls and Strikes are not debatable.

Q. Infield fly rule is in effect when there are less than 2 outs and 2 or more base runners

R. Good conduct and sportsmanship is to be exercised by all team members. At the umpire’s discretion, any team member may be ejected from the game, and/or asked to leave the ballpark.

S. Any changes to the rules need to be unanimously approved by each captain in the NYGSL.

T. No Metal Cleats allowed.  Any player wearing metal cleats is not eligible to participate in the game.  No Baseball bats allowed.  All bats must be Softball certified.  Any team caught using a baseball bat takes an automatic loss and must still pay the full umpire fee for the game.
U. Any player not wearing the team uniform starts off with a strike every time it is that players turn to bat.  If a player never received a jersey, it is permitted to wear a plain white t-shirt with their designated team number visible on the back of the shirt to avoid taking the strike every time he bats.

V. Forfeits:  All teams must make league officials aware if they are unable to field a team no later than Friday night preceding a series.  If you do not, you are considered committed to playing.  Failure to show up to the field with a minimum requirement of players within 15 minutes of game time will go down as a forfeit.  Your team will then have an additional 30 minutes before receiving a forfeit for the second game.

W. Forfeit Penalties consist of being required to pay a forfeit fee (cost of the game for both teams participating) as well as teams will also be penalized by starting with a 0-1 counts for as many games they forfeited prior.  (For example if your team forfeits a series they will start with a 0-1 count upon the next series they play.  If your team forfeits a second series, they will start with a 0-2 count on their following series.  If it is done a third time, your team will have to withdraw from competition without a refund).  Please note that this rule ONLY applies to teams that have committed to playing on their scheduled date and suddenly cannot compete.  If the weather rains out the weekend AFTER you have posted a forfeit, you team is not eligible for a makeup. This rule works in conjunction with the No Jersey rule (#2-U of the rule book).

3. Post-Season Play

A. All post-season playoff games, including The NYGSL Championship, are best-of-three series. The NYGSL is divided into 2 divisions for Post-Season Play: Brooklyn and Queens

B. The Teams in Each division shall be ranked 1 thru 4 by their regular-season records as follows:

1. Overall Win-Loss Record

2. Division Win-Loss Record

3. Runs scored total for all games in common.

4. One Game Playoff, home team decided by coin-toss.

C. The First Round of Playoffs in Each division:

1. #4 seed vs. #1 seed (#1 seed is home for games 1 and 3)

2. #3 seed vs. #2 seed (#2 seed is home for games 1 and 3)

D. The Second Round of Playoffs in Each Division:

1. Winning Teams of First Round (Better seeded team is home for games 1 and 3)

E. Championship Game 

1. Winning Teams of Second Round (Team with better overall record is home for games 1and 3).
2. Location will be determined by outcome of All-Star Game if played

